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the Duke, nominally his Cabinet colleague, that
the French had made an offer of a general peace
" by the canal of England " and - this was the
crux - that the Queen had  said  " she would
enter into no separate treaty."    But in fact a
separate treaty in the form of three preliminary
agreements   was   signed   between   Britain   and
France on September  sy/October   8   whereby
the British  demands  were fully met but  the
Allied  claims  were  only  specified  in general
terms, no care being taken to fulfil the promises
of the Anglo-Dutch Barrier Treaty of 1709 or to
secure Spain for the Emperor.    Marlborough
was kept in the dark about these transactions,
but suspected and disliked their general character.
Sarah   Marlborough,   delightedly   poking   her
finger into the pie again, employed pamphleteers
to attack the Government, while the Duke him-
self, whose relations with the Court of Hanover
were close and amicable, incited Anne's destined
successor, the Dowager Electress of Hanover, to
protest against abandoning Spain to the French
claimant,   Marlborough significantly came home
from the war accompanied by a Hanoverian
Ambassador sent to protest formally against the
Anglo-French agreement.

The day after his return, November 19, Marl-
borough saw the Queen and spoke against the
Ministerial moves and showed himself, in Anne's
own words, cc dejected and uneasy." But, as
always, he was burning his boats slowly, willing
upon an appropriate inducement to put out
the fire. When Parliament opened the Queen
announced that a time and a place had been